DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
clear view of life and of the most important things that matter, and the acquisition of something new. "And so with a book that one writes. When I think of Kant I realise that for such a system one needs a very strong talent, which I did not have. In order to write I must have a personal interest. I have never felt the need of formulating a system. Just as I have been drawn into controversy, I have been drawn into thinking by compelling circumstances. Somehow or other things have always been wrung out of me. But I have a system, for my inner self; the personality, the character, the man is the system."
"But as member of parliament? Why did you have yourself elected if you were not going to throw yourself heart and soul into the work?"
"Of course I wanted to do so," he said emphatically. "In parliament I had quite another feeling. Here I was no longer a teacher. I had something to do and I wanted to do it, to uphold the right. That is the fighting nature asserting itself. In parliament I was facing men, in class I was facing youngsters. The average professor is always in peril because he is supposed to know everything. That never troubled me. To questions from my students I
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